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BVARC history 
by Ray St. Onge  W1IHW 

 

The BVARC was founded in 1953 by a group of local 

hams whose goal was to stimulate interest in, and share 

their knowledge of Amateur Radio.  The group met with a 

member of the Narragansett Association of Radio 

Amateurs to discuss how to set up a charter. 

The discussions led to a charter, constitution, and by-laws 

which were adopted and filed with the State of Rhode 

Island.  Thus, the Blackstone Valley Amateur Radio Club, 

Inc. was created.  The original signatories of the charter 

were: 

 Ray St. Onge  W1IHW (W1HW) 

 Lionel Parenteau  W1ZEZ 

 Dave Pascal  W1ZFV 

 Norm Thibault  W1AUT 

 Warren Greene  W1DOR 

Bob Beaudet  W1YRC 

During this period, the club conducted classes in ham 

radio and most of the W1D.. calls were issued to 

graduates of the classes.  Ray St. Onge, W1IHW, was 

(continued on page 2 - Club History) 

 

Monthly Meetings: 
Meetings are most always held on the last Monday of each 

month.  There is no meeting in July and usually the 

December meeting is a Christmas party.  The sessions are 

held at the Fogarty unit of Landmark Medical Center in 

North Smithfield and get underway at 7:30 P.M.  An 

effort is made to have some radio-related activity at each 

of the meetings in addition to conducting the routine 

business. 

Field Day:  An all out 

effort for W1DDD 
The primary summer activity of the BVARC is the ARRL 

Field Day.  Field Day is an exercise to test a group’s 

preparedness to communicate under emergency 

conditions.  It takes place on the fourth full weekend in 

June.  Rules require the setting up of emergency radio 

stations under simulated emergency situations.  Details to 

be considered include portable electric power, shelter, 

food, available radio equipment, lighting, safety, etc.  

Several options are available as to the number and types 

of stations a group may operate.  However, in recent 

years, the BVARC has concentrated its effort on a single 

station. 

 

Field Day operation takes place over a 24 hour period, 

usually starting at 2:00 P.M. on Saturday.  New members 

and hams find this a good way to break into low band 

operation and radio station setup. 

 

Though numerous sites have been used since the club was 

established in 1954, the BVARC has been using an area at 

the former Chopmist Hill Inn in North Scituate for the 

past few years.  Batteries and gasoline generators provide 

the electrical power to operate the stations and to provide 

lighting.. 

BVARC performance for Field Day over the past years 

has been excellent.  We have been #1 in Rhode Island in 

our class several times and in 2003, we were #1 in New 

England. 

As a new member, Field Day is one event you shouldn’t 

pass up.  Guaranteed, it will get your adrenaline running.  

Be part of the fun! 

 

 

 

 



 2 The Messenger 
(continued from Page 1 - Club History) 

appointed trustee of the BVARC and obtained the callsign 

W1DDD.  The club raised money in the early days by 

running very successful ham and bean suppers. 

 

Lionel Parenteau, W1ZEZ, and Monsignor Grenier 

secured a permanent meeting place at the Holy Family 

Church in Woonsocket.  The club occupied the entire 

second floor of the church’s Stone House providing a 

radio room, library, sitting room, and a full kitchen. Club 

station W1DDD consisted of a home brew 500 watt clamp 

tube modulated eighty meter rig, home brew kilowatt 

amplifier on 20 meters AM and CW, a home brew 20 

meter rig, and a Johnson Viking Ranger. The antenna 

system included a Wonder Bar, a full size twenty meter 

beam constructed of three inch diameter tubing elements 

(courtesy of Sears Roebuck and W1YRC) and mounted 

on a utility pole. 

 

Field Day has always been an important activity of the 

club.  Field Day sites have included the Diamond Hill Rod 

and Gun Club, Mount St. Charles, the Branchaud 

residence on Farnum Pike (Route 5) and most recently 

Buck Hill in Burrillville. 

 

A great deal of the club’s success during the early years 

was due to the unselfish efforts of the club Presidents and 

officers.  The following is the roster of those club leaders: 

 

1954 Lionel Parenteau  W1ZEZ 

1955 Ray St. Onge  W1IHW 

1956 Ray St. Onge  W1IHW 

1957 Phil Bernard  W1WMW 

1958 Lionel Parenteau  W1ZEZ 

1959  Norm Thibault  W1AUT 

1960 Ray St. Onge  W1IHW 

1961 Roland Bibeau  K1LZW 

1962 Joseph Beaudoin  K1ORM 

1963  Norm Thibault  W1AUT 

1964 Gordon Fox  W1YNE 

1965 Bob Beaudet  W1YRC 

 

Club activity slowly declined, so Bob Beaudet, W1YRC, 

held Board of Governors meetings once a year to keep the 

charter active, waiting until new interest could be 

developed. 

The Next Generation Begins 

In 1982, newly licensed ham Brian Jacobson, KA1FXY, 

met fellow pilot Ray St. Onge, W1IHW (later W1HW) ,  

at North Central Airport in Smithfield.  One day Brian 

asked Ray if he knew of any local radio clubs.  This 

conversation led to the rejuvenation of the BVARC. 

 

Brian, Ray, Dick Berard, KA1CGL, Leo Lemieux, 

N1CEF, Jeanne Berard, KN1L, and Fred Klockars, 

WA1CNI (later WA1E) compiled a list of local hams and 

invited them to an organizational meeting at a local 

American Legion Post on Main Street in Woonsocket.  

Shortly after that meeting, the club was formally revived. 

After several months, Bill Kilcline, K1YQZ, arranged for 

the club to begin meeting at the Woonsocket Red Cross 

Chapter House on Coe Street in Woonsocket since the 

American Legion  Post was not really an ideal setting for 

the club to meet and attract new members. 

In 1994, the Red Cross consolidated its programs and 

closed the Coe Street facility.  Once again, the BVARC 

was forced to look for new quarters.  Through the efforts 

of Fred Klockars, WA1E, the BVARC was again able to 

find a suitable location at the Fogarty Unit of the 

Landmark Medical Center in North Smithfield.  The club 

continues to use this facility as its central meeting place. 

Club presidents since the BVARC reorganized have been: 

1982 -84 Brian Jacobson  KA1FXY 

1985  Rick Ferland  KC1R 

1986  Leo lemieux  N1CEF 

1987  Rick Fairweather  K1KYI 

1988-89  Leo Lemieux  N1CEF 

1990-93  Steve Anthony  WA1POX 

1994  Dave Reid  AA1CE 

1995  Max Reid  N1LYA 

1996  Bob Alberg  N1BU 

1997-00  Armand Lambert  K1FLD 

2001  Ed Warren  N1NAW 

2001-04  Bill Whetstone  WA1RI 

2006-06  Marshall Cross  W1HK 
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Public Service: a 

growing club activity 
by Bob Jones  WB1P 

 

In an effort to lend support to our local communities, the 

Blackstone Valley Amateur Radio Club has, in recent 

years,  expanded its role of providing communications for  

civic  organization sponsored activities. These events have 

brought  BVARC members not only  to the Greater 

Woonsocket area, but throughout the state as well. 

  

For example, the club has provided safety 

communications for a five-mile road race through the 

back streets of Cumberland for a number of years.  This 

event, held each November,  is sponsored by the Northern 

Rhode Island Community Mental Health Center and is 

hosted by Phantom Farms, Diamond Hill Road, 

Cumberland.  Members with handheld two-meter radios 

are stationed at strategic intersections along the route and 

report any problems back to the starting  line. 

 

Also, for the past few years,  the club members have 

joined other Rhode Island hams in providing  

communications for a 10, 25 and 50 kilometer bicycle 

tour throughout South County.  This tour benefits the 

Rhode Island Diabetes Association and is held each May.  

In this activity, hams are assigned to one of several vans 

which continually circle the routes to provide food and 

drinks at the several designated rest stops along the tour. 

They also to assist any riders in need.  The trustee of the 

147.165 repeater in Exeter graciously donates the use of 

the repeater  for  the bike tour.  The base of operation is 

the Narragansett High School. 

In the fall of 2000, the R.I Alzheimer’s Association 

requested the club’s assistance with a morning walk 

through Roger Williams in Providence.  Arrangements 

were handled by Louann, N1QBE, which brought a 

number of BVARC volunteers out early on a Sunday 

morning.  Over 500 walkers raised a considerable about of 

money for the Alzheimer’s  group. 

In the past, a few club members have provided 

communications for the Milk Fund’s annual run/walk 

from Providence to Woonsocket during December.  The 

Milk Fund, known as Woonsocket’s favorite charity, 

provides milk throughout the year for needy families.  At 

the request of the Cumberland Police Department, the 

BVARC has provided safety communications for a 5K 

road race each June.  The Cumberland-Lincoln Boys & 

Girls Club is the benefactor of this fund raising event. 

Volunteer public service is something all hams, new and 

old, are encouraged to provide.  In fact, FCC rules state 

that our licenses are issued in the public interest.  Like 

Field Day, a public service event is another source of 

emergency preparedness.   As a new member, you are 

urged to volunteer when the BVARC is asked.  In nearly 

all situations, two-meter handheld radios are used and 

these are usually the first piece of gear any new ham 

acquires.  

BVARC is an 

affiliated ARRL club 
Most BVARC members join and support the American 

Radio Relay League.  In fact, to remain as an affiliated 

ARRL club, at least 51% of  club membership must 

belong to the League 

In addition to providing a fine monthly publication, QST,  

the ARRL sponsors numerous activities to further the 

advancement of amateur radio.  Not everyone agrees with 

everything that the ARRL does, but it is our only 

effective, unified force in dealing with government 

bureaucracy. In these high tech times, there is pressure 

from numerous commercial interests intent on taking over  

our ham bands.  Radio spectrum is limited, and, as hams,  

we must remain unified and strong.  The ARRL is our 

best, and perhaps only ally.  Support for the ARRL’s  

Spectrum Defense Fund is urged. 

Information about the ARRL is available on the web at 

www.arrl.org. Give joining the ARRL your serious 

consideration.  See the club treasurer for information and 

application forms.  

Lighthouse Activation: 
the latest endeavor 
In the fall of 2006, the BVARC joined the Amateur Radio 

Lighthouse Society.  This nationwide society works to 

preserve heritage, history, and the physical condition of 

our country’s lights.  Ham radio plays a role by setting up 

and operating stations at or near lighthouses throughout 

the year.  On a beautiful November Saturday in 2006, a 

group of BVARC members traveled to Point Judith and 

operated W1DDD for about four hours on land adjacent 

to the light.  Using portable masts, a wire antenna, and 

generator power, over 100 contacts were made – not bad 

for a first effort.   
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Local Repeaters 
The Rhode Island Amateur FM Repeater Service operates 

three VHF/UHF repeaters in northern Rhode Island.  

Though this organization is in no way affiliated with the 

BVARC, the repeaters provided by RIAFMRS are 

obviously the “repeaters of choice” for BVARC members.  

Over the years, these repeaters have provided dependable 

service for all hams in northern Rhode Island.  The 

BVARC has utilized these repeaters for many its public 

service events. 

There are no dues nor are there any charges for repeater 

use.  However, on the third Saturday of September, the 

group holds a flea market/auction in nearby Forestdale.   

This is as much a social event as it is a fund raiser.  In 

addition to good food and camaraderie, this can be your 

chance to pick up that piece of equipment you’ve been 

looking for.  These flea markets/auctions are the only 

means used to keep the repeaters up and running.   

The officers and board of governors of the BVARC 

strongly urge you to support these RIAFMRS events.   

Emergency 

Communications: 
Citing the potential need for emergency communications 

in times of need or disaster and following the 

recommendations of the ARRL, the BVARC in the fall of 

1999,  began developing a basic plan.  The idea was to 

develop a workable communications system and then to 

avail ourselves to the various public service agencies in 

and around the Blackstone Valley area.  Once again, 

officials from Landmark recognized this as a worthy 

project and offered the Fogarty unit as our 

communications center.  

 

In June, 2000, club members under the direction of Tom 

Durvin, AA1KH,  installed a two-meter antenna on the 

roof of the hospital.  The system was tested in October, 

2000 and performance far exceeded expectations.  

Running just five watts, clear communication was 

established to numerous stations as far away as 

Providence to the south and Framingham to the north.  

This antenna system is tested on occasion. 

The next step is to develop a long-range emergency plan 

with the various agencies in the Blackstone Valley. 

   

Volunteer Exam 

Program 
by Bob Beaudet , W1YRC & Bob Jones,  WB1P 

 

Since 1984, the BVARC has provided FCC exams to the 

folks in the area.  Currently, the exams are held at the 

Slatersville Congregational Church at the intersection of 

School and Green Streets in Slatersville.  This location 

was provided for us by club member Fred Klockars, 

WA1E, and is an ideal setting for taking an exam.  We are 

usually able to provide separate rooms for written and 

code elements which eliminates possible distractions for 

the examinees. 

Generally, exams are offered in the months of January, 

March, May, August, October, and December.  In 

addition, the VE team accommodates those candidates 

who have found themselves physically unable to attend a 

scheduled session.   

 

The program was originally led by Norm W1AUT, and 

later by  Harry, KA1NWY.  In 1992,  Bob, W1YRC took 

over as team leader and remained until June, 1998 when 

his employer transferred him out of state.  The reins were 

then handed over to Bob, WB1P, who remains today as 

the team liaison. Members who regularly serve on the 

team include:  Bob, W1YRC; Fred, WA1E; Dave, 

W1HW,  Norm, W1AUT; Jim, WN1X;  Dick, N1DO;  

and Art, N1LRR. 

All sessions are registered annually with the ARRL.  In 

addition, they are advertised in Worldradio magazine, via 

the internet on the KY1N Memorial List, and when 

possible, in local newspapers. 

2 Meter Net 
At 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday evenings, the BVARC 

conducts an informal net on 146.565 Mhz. simplex.  This 

is a very informal gathering and it gives members a 

chance to chat about anything.  Because of his prime 

location and high antenna, Bob Beaudet, W1YRC  

willingly serves as net control.  Periodically, the net is run 

from the Fogarty Hos[ital.  This net is open to anyone.  If 

you have 2 meter capability, won’t you consider joining 

in. 


